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The authors of the paper by Zangrossi et al. (2007) cited in our recent article (Liedtke et al., 2007) have pointed out that some of our
discussion of their work was misleading. Specifically, their study involved analysis of Oct4 expression in only PBMCs, not MNCs
and PBMCs as stated. Also, although we have found that the primers they used can give false positive results from contaminating
genomic DNA, Zangrossi et al. performed experiments using total RNA and poly-A+ RNA to eliminate such contamination.
We are therefore correcting the discussion of the paper by Zangrossi et al. (2007) presented in our original article, as follows.
Original text:
Zangrossi et al. (2007) showed that RT-PCR amplification of total RNA from MNCs and PBMCs yielded products contributed by
genomic DNA contamination and mRNA transcripts encoding Oct4. We obtained the same results using their primers. However,
we did not obtain products from MNCs and PBMCs using our proposed primer sets. This comparison therefore provides an illustra-
tion of how correct primer design can avoid amplification of unwanted or irrelevant sequences.
Revised text:
Zangrossi et al. (2007) showed positive RT-PCR results for Oct4 using total RNA from PBMCs. However, using the same primers as
Zangrossi et al, we found that PCR amplification from cord blood MNC and PBMC samples (without preceding DNAse digestion)
gave bands derived from genomic DNA. We did not obtain products from MNCs and PBMCs using our proposed primer sets.
This comparison therefore provides an illustration of how correct primer design can avoid amplification of unwanted or irrelevant
sequences.
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